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ROAD SAFETY CAMPAIGN � EASTER WEEKEND 
Grievance 

MR P. MILES (Wanneroo) [9.29 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police and for Road Safety and is 
about the upcoming Easter weekend. Wanneroo is a unique district within the metropolitan area. Within my 
electorate there are three major arterial roads�Wanneroo Road, Joondalup Drive, which becomes Neaves Road 
that continues through to Bullsbrook, and Gnangara Road that passes Ellenbrook. These three major roads are 
normally busy. However, later tonight, tomorrow and Sunday and Monday these roads will be excessively 
packed with holiday-makers leaving for and returning from holidays. I ask the minister to confirm that the police 
and road safety measures will be in place this weekend and will not be cut in any way.  

Some of the deaths that have occurred on Neaves Road and Wanneroo Road have been caused by speeding and 
tiredness. I know that at busy times on the road a driver-reviver van is located on Wanneroo Road. The van is 
manned by some of the local councillors. I have manned it on occasions and will be there again on Monday for 
an hour or two. One of the main road safety issues is driver tiredness. I would like to know what the government 
is intending to do about publicising its road safety campaigns to raise people�s awareness on road safety issues. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys � Minister for Road Safety) [9.31 am]: The member for Wanneroo�s 
grievance was very succinct. I acknowledge the member for Wanneroo�s genuine concern for road safety 
measures within his constituency. In past years there have been too many deaths on Western Australian roads, 
including on Wanneroo Road.  

As part of the government�s road safety policy, the Towards Zero strategy was tabled in this Parliament a couple 
of weeks ago. When I saw the member for Wanneroo�s grievance, I thought that in many ways the City of 
Wanneroo and Main Roads Western Australia were ahead of their time, because they implemented road safety 
measures some years ago, which are similar to those in the Towards Zero strategy. I recall that about 20 years 
ago the number of road deaths on Wanneroo Road was far too high because the road was dangerous. Part of the 
road safety strategy is to have better roads, better roadsides, safer vehicles, more education on driving and, in 
certain areas, lower speed limits. To some extent the City of Wanneroo and Main Roads did that five to 10 years 
ago by upgrading the dangerous sections of Wanneroo Road to try to ensure fewer deaths on that road. I am sure 
the member is aware that they were successful in achieving that. I compliment Main Roads and the City of 
Wanneroo for taking that initiative prior to the implementation of the Towards Zero strategy. The government is 
now implementing the Towards Zero strategy, which is a great strategy.  

As from one minute past midnight this morning the double demerit system came into play. I urge all members to 
drive within the speed limit. The double demerit system will conclude at one minute to midnight on Monday 
night. During that period offending motorists will be subject to double demerits. This system is designed to try to 
encourage road users to stop and think whether they should speed. I hope and pray that it works because we need 
to try to reduce the death toll on our roads. We need to try to reduce something that is more significant; that is, 
the number of critical injuries caused by road accidents. Each year thousands of people suffer injuries, many of 
which cause lifelong suffering. The emotional and financial costs to those families are enormous. The cost to the 
state is also enormous. It costs the state almost $2.4 billion to look after the health and care of those who have 
been critically injured on our roads.  

I hope people take seriously the Road Safety Council�s road safety campaign. I was criticised in this house the 
other day for underfunding the road safety advertising campaign. In fact, the government allocated additional 
funding to the council which enabled it to spend $300 000 more than it was able to spend from the funding 
allocated to it by the previous government. These sorts of accusations are made in this place.  

The Road Safety Council has autonomy in this, and so it should. It is trying to encourage people to take sensible 
precautions when they are driving on the roads this Easter weekend. It is promoting the wearing of seatbelts, 
because so many people die or are seriously injured because they do not wear their seatbelt; not talking on a 
hand-held mobile phone while driving; not speeding; and keeping alert. People who are driving long distances 
should take regular breaks. If they feel tired they should stop and have a coffee break. There are plenty of 
roadside cafes throughout this state, particularly in the south west, that offer drivers a free cup of coffee. It is a 
great initiative by the roadside cafe operators. They are keen to ensure that drivers continue to frequent their 
premises. They do not want them to not return home.  

I will tell members of my experience when I was a young lad. I will share with the member for Wanneroo one 
thing that my mother told me. I got my first pushbike to enable me to cycle to school. Being a young bloke I had 
stacks of testosterone and I wanted to race everywhere. I came off my pushbike many times. My mother said to 
me one day, �Robbie, don�t go too fast. It�s better to be five minutes late in this world than 50 years too early in 
the next.� It was tremendous advice and it is advice that I have given my children. Young people race 
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everywhere. I did not learn until after I had a motorcycle accident. Once again I was speeding. I learnt the hard 
way and I should have listened to my mother.  

Mr M.W. Sutherland: You were a bikie.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I was not a bikie. I was a rocker�we had the mods and rockers in those days�on my 
BSA Gold Star. I was racing and I came off and could have killed myself. I tore my face apart and was in 
hospital for a while. I learnt the hard way. I do not want other people to learn the hard way. I want people to 
realise that speeding is not the right thing to do. I encourage them to keep within the speed limit. We want 
everybody to come home from their Easter holiday. However, some will not, and that is a tragedy. It is a double 
tragedy if those people who speed kill somebody else.  
 


